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AUGUST DELIGHTS  

 
 August is almost upon us and with it the last days of summer for 
this year.  August is a time when Red Haven peaches cover our kitchen 
countertops.  It is a time when I start to finish up outdoor 
work projects.  August is a great month to be out -of -
doors to sail, golf, play tennis or soccer, jog, walk, hike, 
ride your motorcycle or bicycle or take a few final swims 
in the big lake before it turns over and becomes frigid for 
another ten months.  

 
 August is when families take end -of -summer vacations, celebrate family re-
unions and attend special events like State and County Fairs.  August is when 
“Back to School” sales remind us of the educational year just ahead.  
 
 What are some of your August delights?  Psalm 27:4 tells us to “delight in the 
Lord.”  I take that to mean we are to be in joyful communication with God al-
ways.  Begin each August day with a prayer of praise for we have been blessed 
by God with so much.  If, on the other hand, your life is filled with challenges 
which rob you of a good night’s rest, take delight in our God who offers us help 
and peace.  
 
 Sir James Jeans, who was probably one of the greatest astronomers in the 
world, says, “I believe that one prayer can affect all the universe, just as one 
electron can influence all of space.”  Dr. Alexis Carrel, the Nobel Price -winning 
scientist, testifies that he has seen cells crystallize and disappear under the ef-
fects of prayer.  In the book, “The Doctors Mayo,” the author tells of Dr. William 
Mayo performing an operation on a woman, and he turned to the nun who 
was the assisting nurse beside him and says, “You realize, of course, that this 
woman cannot live, but you keep on lighting your candles and saying your 
prayers, and I’ll pay for the candles.”  And the woman lived.  
 
 We have seen it in the lives of others.  Lincoln, himself, was honest about it.  
He said about the Civil War: “Many times during the dark days of that conflict, I 
was driven to my knees, because there was nowhere else to go.”  
 
 A friend burst into the laboratory of Louis Pasteur while he was bent over his 
microscope.  The friend hesitated a moment and then he says, “I’m sorry.  I 
thought you were praying.”  Pasteur replied, “I was.”  
 
 May one of our August delights be our privilege to take all of our concerns 
to God in prayer.  
      In Christ’s Service,  
 
      John L. Munson  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS! 

CELEBRATE OUR LIVING FAITH:  
From the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-first Century!  

 
John Calvin, reformer, instigator, Father of all Presbyterians is 500 years old!  
**************************************************************************************************** ***********  
We have continued to live as reformers and instigators:  
  proving that the earth travels around the sun and daring to send people into             
 space; developing communications from handwritten letters and books to  
  moveable print -typewriters, computers, email & iphones; rejecting the burning  
 of witches at the stake and establishing the rights to a fair trial and to freedom  of speech.  
 
Likewise, our lives of faith within the church have continued to develop, mature, and reform - 
thanks to the instigation of John Calvin and others like him.   
 
This fall, be on the look out for events, books, and video clips about John Calvin as we explore his  
value for our lives today.  
**************************************************************************************************** ***********  
Fairplain Presbyterian children are special!  Don’t you agree?  
 
Please consider sharing your love and faith with the children of our congregation.  There are  
several ways to do this.  
 
During the worship hour  we are looking for people eager to cuddle and rock some of our nursery 
babies.  We provide you with a beeper and beep you only as needed.   
 
The Children’s Worship  will begin again in September.  Once a month you could be nourishing a 
young child’s faith through appropriate worship activities.  Curriculum and assistance is provided 
to guide you.  
 
During the Sunday school hour  you could be a teacher and strengthen a child’s faith. All classes 
are organized according to an easy -to -use curriculum and team -taught, so no one is “on duty” 
every Sunday.  Do you enjoy the play and curious questions of preschoolers or the deeper 
thoughtfulness of upper elementary children?  
 
No matter which time or means suits you, we invite you to be a faithful disciple by helping young 
disciples grow in their faith.  Feel free to ask me any questions in person or by email 
drdebnd@yahoo.com .      
      Deborah Prince, Director of Christian Education  
 
September 13 – Rally Day: worship, lunch & carnival games  
September 20 – First Day of Sunday School  & Children’s Worship   
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AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 

 
2: Sara Wike  
3: Sally Schnese 
7: Mike Denekas  
8: Julie Dopp  
9: Sharon Jones  
12: Kaye Welch  
12: Jaclyn Edinger  
14: Dr. Robert Reed  
15: David Kelleher  
15: Harold Gundersen  
21: Scott Slabbekoorn  
21: Rob Barker  
23: Bill Payne Smith 
25: Griffin Butler  
27: Andrew Duda  
29: Shellie Jaques  
29: Dar Comfort  
29: Jack Cronk  
30:  Keith Myers  

 
SECRETARY SUPPLY 

 
While Linda Cogswell is on vacation from Au-
gust 29 -Sept. 6, the following individuals will be 
in the church office from 9:00 am -12 noon:  
 
Monday, August 31:  Susan Slabbekoorn  
Tuesday, September 1:   Linda Zitta  
Wednesday, September 2:  Rae Rotgers  
Thursday, September 3:  Susan Slabbekoorn  
Friday, September 4:  Rae Rotgers  
 
The church office will be closed on Monday, 
September 7, for the Labor Day holiday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

Marcia DeFrancesco would 
like to thank the following 
ladies for volunteering to 
make Prayer Shawls for the 
sick and shut -ins: 

 
  Sally Barker 
 Marcia DeFrancesco  
 Sally Durr 
 Eloise Gundersen  
 Judy Machalleck  
 Betty Mousseau  
 June Muchmore  
 Jo Ann Paul  
 Sondra Sheppard  
 Marlene Smith  
 Pat Smith  
 Pat Van Huis  
 
So far we have six shawls knitted in a variety of 
yarn colors.  They are very beautiful.  Along 
with each shawl will be a tag with a prayer 
such as:  “This shawl was made just for you to 
bring comfort, to know you are loved, and to 
share in your joy.  This shawl is to wrap you up 
when you are cold, when you are hurting, and 
when you need strength.  This shawl was knit-
ted with blessings.  With love, “The Knitting 
Needles”.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COOKING SCHOOL  
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COOKING SCHOOL 
 

Hi future chefs, cur-
rent chefs and con-
sumers of good 
food!  
 
 We had  a 
great time at our 
Slow Food Kid’s 
Baking School at Bit O’Swiss.  Tim Foley, baker 
and owner, taught the kids a lot about bread 
ingredients, and the constructions of bread.  
We were booked beyond capacity but the 
kids were great sharing the work table and we 
had a lot of guests, a goal of our outreach in 
this project.  Thank you, Tim Foley, for support-
ing our project and sharing your dedication 
and expertise with these young consumers.  
Look for pictures in the future.  
 
 In July we had an awesome 
“Strawberryathon.”  We picked, washed, 
hulled, chopped, and mashed berries.  Then 
the kids’ cooking teams made freezer jam, 
strawberry shortcake and take home freezer 
packets of berries.  Yummy!  We ended with a 
taste of everything strawberry!!!  The added 
topping to our day was new friends and the 
newspaper covering our event and writing up 
a big story about our project.  (see bulletin 
board).  And, the photographs in the Court-
yard Room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Future projects:  
 
 Canning and preserving tomatoes:  Date 
is Sunday, September 6, following the worship 
service in the kitchen.  Sign up now in the 
Courtyard room and don’t be afraid to give 
some input on dates.  This is a church event so 
we are in search of experienced canners to 
guide us.  Each person will bring their own to-
matoes and containers.  More later —ADULTS 
ONLY 
 
 August:  Kids, talk to your families and pick 
a date when you can help in the garden.  Call 
Jenna McAllister to book a time and she will 
tell you what needs to be done.  
 
 August:  Don’t forget the church picnic, 
August 10 — we are making ice cream and 
peaches need to be 
provided by YOU!  
 
September … apples … 
a family event!  
 
October … Great Heri-
tage Dinner/Potluck with 
Ibrahim Parlak and our own heritage cooking!  
 
Happy gardening, picking, cooking and eat-
ing!  
 
   Lois Goldrick  



PRAYER CONCERNS 
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The following people welcome your prayers:  
   
 Name       Prayer Requests  
 
Eleanor Armstrong & family   Acceptance of the change in our lives  
Mary Bartels     The health of her children through these difficult times  
Bill Bentley      To give him the strength he needs to help Peg  
Peg Bentley     Gain more strength, be able to exercise, and come back  
       to church  
Elsie Berberick     Continue in her recovery after hip surgery  
Ruth Caldwell & family    To help them through their grief  
Margaret Cartter     To help her cope with her diabetes and arthritis  
Don Leatz      For the success of the cancer treatment program  
Evelyn Lundy family    Keep her family in our prayers so that God’s comfort  
       might be known  
Jenna McAllister’s sister, Tory Thomas  Continue recovery from a head injury as a result  
       of automobile accident  
Pat McAllister     For the strength to face the challenges of each day  
Sgt. Zach Meyer     That the Lord watch over his family while he is away  
       in service to our country  
Ron Price & family    To give them strength to get through this time of grief  
Steve Prince’s brother’s family   That doctors find the cause and treatment for the  
       seizures experienced by new baby, Noah  
Cheryl Schadler’s father, Roger Hoge  To get blood pressure regulated and overcome other  
       health problems.  
Betty Schneider     Help doctor get her blood platelets under control and  
       help get her family through their crisis  
Sally Schnese     “I go to the hills for my help, which comes from the Lord”.  
Sonja Stormo’s friend, Taylor Strand  To continue the good progress in recovering from  
       severe burns  
Bert Stuber     To retain her strength and steadiness  
Jack Stuber     To regain energy after successful heart valve surgery  
Pat Van Huis’ sister, Dolores Barkel  Provide hope in coping with cancer  
Ken Woltman     To get stamina back  
Dorothy Wright     That she won’t fall again and pray for others in need  
 



 
OPERATING BUDGET 

JANUARY—JULY 2009 
 

      Budget   Actual    Variance  
 
 Income  
  Offering and Pledges  $   151,690  $   142,441  $   (9,249)  
  Other Income   $       6,055  $       5,076  $      (979)  
  Total Operating Income  $  157,745  $   147,517  $  (10,228)  
 
     Expense  
  Total Expense   $   154,644  $   153,127  $    (1,517)       
 
 Net Income     $       3,101  $     (5,610)  $    (8,711)  
 
 
 

 MISSION STATEMENT 
 We, the members of Fairplain Presbyterian Church, rejoice in God’s 
grace and redeeming love through Jesus Christ.  We believe we have 
been called as God’s children to create an open and welcoming com-
munity, to worship and praise God, and to nurture and support each 
other.  

 We are called to develop our God -given gifts and to equip our-
selves to reach out to the world in love and compassion.  Thus pre-
pared, we will share our faith, preach the gospel, feed the hungry and 
be peace -makers according to God’s will . 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE UPDATE  —  BOARD OF DEACONS! 
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POTLUCK DINNER AND PROGRAM WITH 
GREG AND CHRIS CALLISON 

 
Greg and Chris Callison will again be able to 
meet with us to tell us of the wonderful work 
they are doing with the Kurdish people.  Learn 
first-hand of the struggles they face every day 
and the courageous help they provide.  Join 
us Monday, August 24, at 6 pm for a potluck 
dinner followed by a presentation at 7 pm.  
This event is sponsored by Parish Life.  

 
FOOD DELIVERY 

 
     Special thanks to all per-
sons who delivered food bags 
on Sunday, July 19, listed as 
follows:  
 
Ken & Connie Gambill  
Wingard family  
Hamilton family  
Welch family  

                            Marty & Lois Goldrick  
                           Jaques family  
                           Paula Harvey  
                           Sharon Harvey  
                           Chris Paine  
                           Slabbekoorn family  
                           Pat & Mike Cockrell  
                           Kodis family  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SOUP KITCHEN 
 

JUNE REPORT 
 

     A total of 122 peo-
ple were served at 
the June soup 
kitchen.  The menu included scalloped pota-
toes and ham, carrots, peaches, bread and 
butter, brownies, milk, juice and iced tea.  
Those who helped serve included Eloise & Har-
old Gundersen, Dave & Sally Durr, John Kauff-
man, Cindi & Allyson Pietruskza and Mike & Pat 
Cockrell.  Brownies were baked by Rae Rot-
gers, Linda Zitta and Ellen Woerner.  
 
                                   Pat Cockrell  
 
 

JULY REPORT 
 
     On July 9, a total of 184 meals were served 
at the soup kitchen.  The menu consisted of 
hot turkey sandwiches, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, bean salad, peaches, brownies, milk 
and juice.  Thank you to everyone who helped 
in the preparation of this meal.  Linda Zitta, 
Rae Rotgers and Ellen Woerner baked the 
brownies.  Turkeys were roasted by Don and 
Vivian Jones, Phyllis Myers, Mae Reed, Keith 
and Linda Zitta, and my mom and sister.  Betty 
Schneider, Pat Van Huis and Linda Cogswell 
helped debone the turkeys.  Those assisting in 
the final preparations and serving at the soup 
kitchen were Bill Payne Smith, John Kauffman, 
Larry Schneider, Keith Zitta and Cindi, Ted and 
Allyson Pietruszka.  Again thanks to everyone 
for helping this month.  
 
                          Sally Durr 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION  — OUTREACH NEWS! 
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 June session highlights focused on mission and new life.  Session 
joyfully voted to approve the baptism of Hannah Avery Lomoro, daugh-
ter of Josh and Kelli Rodriguez Lomoro at a date to be arranged.  
 
 Session also voted to welcome former Lake Michigan Presbytery 
executive Steve Doughty and his wife, Jean Mcleod Doughty to fill the 
pulpit and speak to us October 11 about their recent mission to Colom-
bia.  We have also received communication from the Callisons, our mis-
sionary partners serving Kurds in Germany.  Session asked Pastor Munson 
to contact them about a possible visit and ways we can emphasize their 
work.  

 
 We also gratefully accepted and approved John Kauffman’s offer to coordinate the prayer 
list with Pastor Munson.  John will contact everyone on the list to update it and will keep it curre nt.  
 
 The Prayer Shawl Ministry has already been quite successful.  The program will be moved to 
direction of the Deacons.  Session voted to approve $250 for the ministry from memorial funds, 
pending approval of the Memorial Committee.  Thank you to Marcia DeFrancesco for organizing 
it. 
 
 Mae Reed reported that the Mission Auction netted $8786.46. We give grateful thanks to Mae 
and everyone who worked with her, donated and purchased items.  
 
 Leslie Gilreath, clerk of session, reported that Lake Michigan Presbytery reviewed and ap-
proved the 2008 minutes and records on May 10, in accordance with Book of Order require-
ments.            
 
 Contributions have increased to reduce our deficit considerably, but we still have some 
catch up.  The capital campaign is on schedule.  
 
Other approval votes:  
 
�x$1300 from Memorial Fund for AED defibrillator.  
�xChurch picnic August 10.  More information will be coming soon.  
�xMove Session meeting to August 3 because of the picnic.  
Leslie Gilreath as elder commissioner to June presbytery meeting.  
 
Leslie Gilreath,  
Clerk of Session 
 
NOTE: Any member is welcome to attend session meeting to address a specific issue or concern. Contact 
clerk Leslie Gilreath or Pastor Munson to be added to the docket.  
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SUMMER PICNIC & RUMMAGE SALE  
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ANNUAL SUMMER  
POTLUCK PICNIC 

 
 Join us Monday 
August 10, from 5:30 -
8:00 pm for our annual 
old -fashioned summer 
picnic!  We will grill hot 

dogs, make a salad from the Garden of Eatin’, 
share potluck food, hand crank ice cream, 
play Ladder Ball, Bean Bag Toss or Bocce Ball, 
and new this year, a watermelon seed spitting 
contest!  All of this will be on church grounds -  
eating in Fellowship Hall, grilling in the side 
parking lot and games in the side yard! Bring a 
dish to pass and your own tableware.  Hot 
dogs and lemonade will be provided by Parish 
Life.  If you prefer, you are welcome to bring 
your own meat to grill. This event will take 
place Rain or Shine!  Bring your friends and 
family!  Event sponsored by Parish Life Commit-
tee.  
 

BIRTHS 
 

Congratulations to the following 
families on the recent births of 
their new babies:  
 
Tim & Kathryn Martin, birth of 
baby girl, Vivienne Noelle Martin, 

born July 2, 2009, weighing 10 lb., 2 oz., and 22 
1/2” long.  
 
Chuck & Shaney Mulligan, birth of baby boy, 
Macallister Tyson Mulligan, born July 17, 2009, 
weighing 8 lb. 6 oz., 21” long.  
 
Keith & Kathy Royal are proud to announce 
that they are the grandparents of a second 
grandchild:  Katelyn Elizabeth Royal, born on 
July 2, to our son Jason and wife Lisa —8 lb. 14 
oz., 22 inches long.  Baby and family are doing 
fine!  

Lois Jancha is proud to announce the birth of 
a great -granddaughter, Jessica Margaret Mil-
lar, born July 18, 2009, in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada.  Parents are Christine and Glen Mil-
lar. 
 

RUMMAGE SALE  
OCTOBER 1 & 2 

 
 As you are doing 
those summer clean -up 
chores around the 
house and garage, 
please remember the 
fall Rummage Sale.  The 
sale will be held on 
Thursday, October 1, 
from 9 am -4 pm and 
Friday, October 2, from 9 am -noon.   
 
 We need clean clothing (sorry, no shoes), 
household items, lawn and garden tools, toys, 
books, jewelry, etc.  Also, if you are bringing 
linens, please mark sizes.  Bring your items to 
the church beginning Monday, September 14.   
 
 If you need help with transporting a large 
item, call Diane Cronk, Jo Ann Hartzell or Linda 
Zitta.  Much help will be needed for setting up, 
working the sale and clean up.  We hope 
many of you will be able to give a few hours of 
time to this project.  Many hands make light 
work!  
 
 There will be a Rummage Sale planning 
meeting August 18, at 9:30 am in the Court-
yard Room.  All are welcome!  
 
    
 
 
 
 




