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Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 INSIDE THIS
“Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother ISSUE:

Sosthenes, to the church of God thatis in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ

Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of

our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: PASTOR’S PAGE 1-2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. | give thanks E)%ICI\:JSFEZ'LISZS

to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ  ;~ 5erERING

Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every

kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are BIRTHDAYS 3-4

not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will PER CAPITA

also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus HATS AND

Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our MITTENS

Lord”. CHRISTIAN 56
EDUCATION
Even if you have already read the above Scripture, MINUTE CLERK
please read it again in light of the following question: "How
would you feel if you got a note similar to this part of Paul's let- PASTORAL 7-8
TRANSITION
\ ’ ter from the person in your life who is a most respected and FINANCES

revered friend?"

SLOW FOOD 9-10

Paul's letters begin and end with a reminder that God's grace abounds in MUSIC NOTES

people's lives. Beginning with a greeting of grace and peace, this passage is no PRAYERS
exception. In this Advent season, in the year of our Lord 2009, we need a re-
minder that God's grace abounds for all people and for us too. Terrorist bomb-
ings, war, devastating acts of nature, economic hardships... God knows we need
to hear that we have been enriched in every way, that we are not lacking in gifts
of the spirit, and that God is faithful. Holidays and high, holy days like these come
along just in time every year in the midst of our ordinary days to renew us and
encourage our Christian endeavors.

DECEMBER 11
CALENDAR

Paul is actually modeling admirable respect and unconditional love for the
church people in Corinth, even though he knows they have not been living as
those who have received fabulous graces from God. There are divisions in the church in Corinth.
We North American Christians know about divisions. Politically right and left, evangelicals, funda-
mentalists, liberals, Roe versus Wade, stem cell research or not, just read a newspaper, watch a
newscast or listen to the radio and you will hear how your ideas are different from the rest.

Nevertheless, Christian communities are founded on God's grace given for all, not just for
those with whom we are compatible or share the same political views. To the extent that we can
remember that our lives in Christ are not just our own but always involve how we relate to those
around us and to a world in need... to the extent that we can love as God loves, we will indeed
be using those spiritual gifts of grace. So why not read the passage once more, enjoy the positive
message if offers and pass it on.

In His Service,
John L. Munson
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POINSETTIAS — ADVENT DECORATING — JOY OFFERING

POINSETTIAS

You will have an opportunity
to order poinsettias for the holi-
day season. All poinsettias will
come in 6 1/2” pots. Please
complete the order below and
place in the offering plate or
bring to the church office with
your check made payable to Board of Dea-
cons. Each poinsettias costs $6.75, and you
may select from white or red colors. The
deadline for ordering is no later than Sunday,
December 6.

Number of poinsettias ordered:

Color Selection: White Red

Amount enclosed: $

Check # Cash
(Payable to Board of Deacons)

Please let someone else enjoy
my poinsettia:

Take my poinsettia home:

I would like to designate my poinsettia to be in
memory of:

I would like to designate my poinsettia to be in
honor of:

Signed:

e ; Y
b SS
'/1’/.'\‘

CHURCH DECORATING & UNDECORATING

On Sunday, December 6, from 4-6 pm, the
Deacons invite you to help decorate the
church for the Christmas season. The adults
will begin decorating at 4:00 pm, Parish Life will
be in Fellowship Hall having fun making crafts
and playing games with the children. Pizza will
be served at 5:00 pm, and dessert will be deli-
cious sugar cookies decorated by the chil-
dren.

Because all good things must come to an
end, on Sunday, January 3, 2010, the Deacons
invite you to help take down and put away
the decorations. We will begin following the
worship service, so wear casual clothes that
morning and stay as long as you can to help.
Please mark your calendars for both events

and help if you can. Thank you!

JOY OFFERING

oY )
A AN What is the Joy Offering? A
o Presbyterian tradition for almost 70
years, the Christmas Joy Offering is
one of the four special offerings designated by
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations di-
rect ways of supporting specific causes that
help those in need.

Distribution of the offering: A total of 50%
of the receipts are distributed to the Board of
Pensions for assistance programs that provide
support to retired and active church workers
and their spouses and families. The other 50%
supports Presbyterian-related racial education
through the General Assembly council.

The Joy Offering will be received on Sun-
day, December 20. Please use the offering
envelope provided with your church bulletin.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

5: Lauren Myers

6: Dan Ong

6: Mae Reed

6: Jeff Wingard

10: Vicki Born

12: Cory Flaugh

13: Andrew Denekas

13: John Norton

14: Grant Gilreath

14: Jo Ann Paul

15: Carole Stanley-Myers
16: John Hanington

17: Kari (Comfort) McCloud
18: Julie Whitman

20: Kristen (Duda) Schumacher
20: Cindi Pietruszka

22: Jack Butler

23: Shelly Hillock

27: Dennis Cogswell

27: Elizabeth Durr

28:. Leslie Gilreath

29: Eric Welch

29: Kevin Welch

30: Katie McAllister

31: Rae Yoakum

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

A marriage ceremony for
Mary Ellen DeVincent and Jerry
Peel will take place on Sunday,
December 6, 2009, during the
worship service, with The Rev.
Dr. John L. Munson officiating. Cake and
punch will be served in celebration of their
wedding in the Courtyard following the wor-
ship service.

HOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

The church office will be closed during the
holiday as follows:

Christmas Eve, December 24
Christmas Day, December 25
New Year’s Eve, December 31
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2010

PER CAPITA 2010

The following article comes to us from the
Lake Michigan Presbytery web site:

“The Story Behind Per Capita — Per Cap-
ita is the primary way that Presbytery, Synod
and General Assembly meet ordinary ex-
penses. It also pays expenses for Book of Or-
der committees like the Committee on Ministry
and the Committee for Preparation for Minis-

try.

Unlike churches, we do not take up offer-
ings to pay our electric bills, postage, or sala-
ries. This all comes from per capita which is
based on a per member figure that does not
discriminate between large and small
churches. We all share the expenses equally.

For 2010, we are proposing that per cap-
ita per member for the Presbytery remain the
same at $13.75; total per capita including
Synod at $3.18, and General Assembly at
$6.15 totals $23.08 per member.”

Reminder: The church really appreciates
your per capita paid in January!
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OUTREACH NEWS!

HATS & MITTENS

r New this year, the Dea-

¢ cons of Fairplain Presbyterian

f Church, will be collecting hats

O and mittens from the congre-

gation which will be our con-

tribution for needy children in the Benton Har-

bor Area. The Salvation Army distributes Christ-

mas baskets each year including food and

gifts. They are in need of hats and mittens,
ages infant to 16 years old.

There will be two gift boxes provided and
marked in the Courtyard for your donations,
which may be brought in unti Wednesday,
December 9. After that, the Salvation Army
will pick up our donations and include in their
baskets which will be distributed on Dec. 15, 16
and 17.

In years past, the church has contributed
hats and mittens for The Little Learners Pre-
school in Coloma. After a contact made to
Vicki Born, she informed the church that they
have a good supply of hats and mittens on
hand this year.

NOVEMBER SOUP KITCHEN
A total of 202 meals were served at the
November soup kitchen. Helping us prepare
and serve the meal were Mike & Marlene
Denekas, John Kauffman, Keith Zitta, Mike &
Pat Cockrell, and Harold & Eloise Gundersen.

The menu consisted of roasted turkey,
mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, apples do-
nated by the Gundersens, brownies, juice and
milk. Our dedicated brownie bakers were
Linda Zitta, Rae Rotgers, Ellen Woerner and
Marlene Denekas. Thanks to all of you for your
contributions to this meal.

Dave and Sally Durr

REPORT FROM P.A.L.M.S
(Presbyterian Association of
Lake Michigan Secretaries)

Linda Cogswell attended
the November group of
P.A.L.M.S. at First Presbyterian
Church in Plainwell.  Approxi-
mately twelve secretaries/
administrative assistants were treated to a les-
son of “felting” using wool to create a Christ-
mas decoration. Our program was presented
by The Rev. David Milbourn, Honorably Retired
pastor who serves on several committees in
the Presbytery including the Mediation Team.

His topic titled “How to Manage Difficult
People” provided insight and awareness, pro-
viding us handouts on “Conflict Ground Rules
for Healthy Problem Solving” and “Preventing
and Curing Conflict Triangles”. An example is
printed below:

“Triangles: the most common way to bind
anxiety is through the emotional process of tri-
angling. Pastoral counsel David Augsburger
has wryly stated, “It takes three to tangle.”
When A is at odds with B, the most anxious of
the pair introduces C (third party) to reduce
anxiety between A and B. For example, God
confronts Adam about his disobedience. Anx-
ious, Adam shifts the burden to Eve. When she
encounters God, Eve blames the snake”.

We also welcomed back to our group
Nancy Maleitzke, Administrative Assistant at
the Presbytery Office, who had hip surgery
and preventative cancer treatment. We
were saddened to learn of the passing of
church secretary, Jackie Duwell, at Coldwater
Presbyterian Church, this past August, and
welcomed Cindy as her replacement. We
have such a great support system and Linda
appreciates the time away from the office to
learn and share.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS!

BE PREPARED - JESUS, YOUR MESSIAH, IS COMING!

DATES TO REMEMBER:

Dec. 6 Decorating Night (4-6 p.m.) — activities for all ages
Dec. 13 Children’s Christmas Program (9:30 a.m.)

Dec. 20 Children’s Worship (9:30 a.m.)

Dec. 27 No Sunday School

ADVENT MATERIAL STILL AVAILABLE

We will continue to have devotional booklets and calendars available for children, youth and
adults through December 13. It is never too late to start making time in your day to prepare for
the coming of Jesus.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - Through the Eyes of a Child

On December 13, during worship, come and experience the Christmas story first-hand.
Through scripture, pictures, and music the children will show us what it means to be a part of Je-
sus’ life and a part of God’s plan for our salvation.

%\:—:‘}JP ADVENT ANGELS

=
L\‘L/x 28
/1 7 ( &\ This year our Advent wreath liturgy reminds us of the importance of welcoming God’s
/[ fd-»k A\~ messengers and listening to the messages they relay. In the Bible, these messengers
\ K . are called angels (which just means “messenger”).

\ Do you believe in angels? Sometimes it is easy to scoff at angels, or to consider them
N a part of the fantasy world of children. This is especially true if we take literally the pic-
\\\ ('\T tures of angels that we see everywhere - tall, sim women in flowing white dresses and
N wings, or cute, chubby babies with wings. But what does the Bible really tell us about
angels? Let’s try to separate the myths of our culture with Scripture. Check out your
Sunday worship bulletin for questions and answers about angels — or ask Deborah. This is some-
thing she knows something about! (Of course, this doesn’t mean you can’t continue to enjoy
some of the beautiful artwork that represents angels in unbiblical ways).

Here is your first question: How many angels are named in the Bible? (Look for the answer in

December 6t Sunday bulletin).

Deborah Prince,
Director of Christian Education
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MINUTE CLERK
NOVEMBER 2009

November’s Session meeting faced the future in many ways. We joyfully approved the bap-
tism of Ben Schadler for November 22, and the wedding of Mary Ellen DeVincent and Jerry Peel
during worship on December 6. We also scheduled the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for
January 31, 2010, following worship. That will also be Pastor Munson’s last Sunday with us.

Elder Slabbekoorn reported that Christian Education and Personnel have selected Enoch
Brownell, an Andrews seminary student, as our Young Youth Ministry Coordinator, beginning No-
vember 14.

Elder Don Jones reported we are still behind in pledges for 2009, but the capital campaign is
still on track. We encourage everyone who can to catch up on their pledges.

The Rev. Tom Abbott, the Transition Counselor from Lake Michigan Presbytery Committee on
Ministry led the session in a discussion of next steps in our pastor transition. (See separate article
for more details.) The session agreed that it is vitally important that we keep communication with
members open and will make that communication a major priority. The only confidential part of
the process is when the Pastoral Nominating Committee is reviewing candidates, to maintain the
candidates’ privacy.

Other approval votes:

e Marriage of Danielle Riedel and Tony Riegel, September 18, 2010, with the Rev.

' Jeff Oliver, Pleasant View Church of Christ, Cassopolis, officiating.

} ¢ Church decorating, kids’ activities, pizza supper, 4:00-6:00 pm, December 6; Fat
Tuesday Chocolate Party, February 16, 2010; Chili Cook-Off, March 14, 2010.

Leslie Gilreath
Clerk of Session

NOTE: Any member is welcome to attend session meeting to address a specific issue or concern.
Contact clerk Leslie Gilreath or Pastor Munson to be added to the docket.
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JOURNEY — PASTORAL TRANSITION

The Journey: Next Steps in Pastoral Transition

Pastor Tom Abbott, pastoral transition counselor appointed by the Committee on Ministry (COM) of Lake
Michigan Presbytery, led the session through the steps in seeking a new pastor. He characterized the steps
as A Healthy Goodbye, Calling an Interim Pastor, Calling a New Pastor.

e Healthy Goodbye:
The church is encouraged to use both informal (committee meetings, other events) and formal
(specific worship services or celebrations) opportunities to express our appreciation and thanksgiving
for John’s pastorate here and to wish him and Susan well in the next stage of their lives. We will
begin planning on these events immediately.

* Session will have an exit interview with John Munson; Committee on Ministry (COM) of Lake
Michigan Presbytery will also have an exit interview with John Munson; COM wiill also have an exit
interview with session.

e Interim Pastor:
" Executive presbyter John Best will meet with session at 11:00 am, November 22, to discuss seeking
an interim pastor. That search can begin immediately.

e Calling a New Pastor:

" Pastor Abbott will guide the congregation in appreciative enquiry. This is a short (about a month)
time of talking with the congregation about the future of our church and the attributes we seek in
a pastor. A formal mission study will be part of a new pastor’s role.

" COM approves forming a Pastoral Nominating Committee ( PNC). Our church nominating
committee nominates members for the PNC and the congregation elects them just as we elect
other officers.

" PNC wiill be elected and commissioned at a congregational meeting.
" The PNC will begin work under the guidance of COM.

" PNC wiill create a Church Information Form to be available for pastors seeking a call. PNC will
receive Pastor Information Forms in response and review them, listen to sermon tapes and do
general background studies and reference checks. The PNC will interview candidates who seem
to be a good fit, narrow the field and eventually invite a candidate to preach in a neutral pulpit. If
the committee is confident in the candidate, they will arrange for the candidate to preach at
Fairplain and call for a congregational vote. Presbyter assists in reviewing and certifying credentials,
arranging for neutral pulpit and assisting in counsel and guidance. The final selection is the Fairplain
congregation’s sole decision, however.

If you have any questions, please contact Leslie Gilreath, clerk of session, or any elder.
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OPERATING BUDGET UPDATE!

Operating Budget

January - October 2009

Budget Actual Variance

Income
Offering and Pledges $ 210,886 $ 199,727 $ (11,159)
Other Income $ 7,070 $ 6.677 $ 393
Total Operating Income $ 217,956 $ 206,404 $ (11,552)

Expense
Total Expense $ 218,634 $ 210,947 $ (7,687)
Net Income $ (678) $ (4,543) $ (3,865)

MISSION STATEMENT

We, the members of Fairplain Presbyterian Church, rejoice in God’s grace and redeeming
love through Jesus Christ. We believe we have been called as God'’s chil-
dren to create an open and welcoming community, to worship and praise
God, and to nurture and support each other.

We are called to develop our God-given gifts and to equip our-
selves to reach out to the world in love and compassion. Thus prepared,
we will share our faith, preach the gospel, feed the hungry and be peace-
makers according to God’s will.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—NOVEMBER 15:
With great reluctance, the congregation approved a motion dissolving the pastoral relation-
ship with the Rev. Dr. John L. Munson effective midnight, January 31, 2010.

The congregation also elected elders and deacons:

Deacons Two-Year Term
Sandi Corbitt
Deacons Three-Year Term
Michael Hall
Rosemary Holloway

Sonja Stormo
Matt Whitman

Elders Three-Year Term
Bill Bentley
Ron Jacobs
Jenna McAllister
Pat Van Huis
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KID’'S COOKING — CROP WALK — MUSIC

CIRCLE

The Women’s Circle will meet on Tuesday,
December 8, at 9:30 am in the Courtyard. Jo
Ann Hartzell will lead devotions and the lesson,
and Linda Zitta and Marion Crossman will pro-
vide refreshments.

584099

SLOW FOOD KID’S COOKING
SCHOOL PROJECT

We had a great time sharing foods and
stories at our Heritage Family Potluck in No-
vember. Marlene Smith guided the kids mak-
ing individual stuffed pumpkin desserts with the
help of foodie, Kenley, Karen Davis’ son. This
was our last event of 2009 and while the kids
baked, tasted pumpkin soup, herb roasted
seeds and pumpkin bread, the committee
and families talked about programs for next
year. We’ll be wrapping up our planning for
2010 over the next month or so.

One of our projects is a newsletter — Julie
Nash will be in charge and she needs your sto-
ries about food. We’d like to see stories about
your experiences with Slow Food at Fairplain
this past year. Also, your favorite or interesting
recipes you’d like to try and share. Stories
about food and maybe newspaper style
games. Don’t be afraid to be funny, silly or in-
tellectual. (Like | remember all the gross foods
my parents served us and made us eat at
home.) We had so much fun this last year, we
want to share your stories with other kids and
adults too.

You can turn your story into the office or
give it to Mrs. Lois Goldrick or Mrs. Julie Nash.

Lois Goldrick

CROP WALK

Recently Fairplain Pres-
byterian Church received
a check in the amount of
$2,389.47 from Church
World Service, for our por-
tion from the 2009 CROP
Walk. The full amount has
been deposited into the
food pantry account.

MUSIC NOTES

It was a pleasure for the congregation, |
know, to hear our Hand Bell Choirs recently
and also a pleasure for us to welcome new
members both in the adult group and youth
group. Kristen Robinson is a newcomer to our
Adult Bells and Maddie Hodgson and Emily
Cole have joined the Youth Bells. Both groups
are currently working on Christmas music and
the adults will be playing for our Evening of
Christmas Music when our annual Cantata is
presented on Sunday evening, December 13,
at7:00 pm.

Our Chancel Choir is
preparing for that evening,
and we are blessed to
have some friends from First
Church of God who will be
singing with us as well as
others who drive a dis-
tance to be a part of this special evening. So
do put this date on your calendar, and please
invite your neighbors and friends to join us.

Dorothy Trachte,
Music Director
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PRAYER CONCERNS

The following people welcome your prayers:

Name

Eleanor Armstrong & family

Mary Bartels

Bill Bentley

Peg Bentley

Elsie Berberick

Ruth Caldwell & family

Margaret Cartter

Eloise & Harold Gundersen’s
daughter-in-law, Mari Gundersen
Rosemary Holloway

John Kauffman’s neighbor,

Don Leatz

Jenna McAllister’s sister, Tory Thomas

Pat McAllister
Sgt. Zach Meyer

June Muchmore
Ron Price & family
Betty Schneider

Sally Schnese

Susan Slabbekoorn’s mother,
Dolores Klinefelter

Sonja Stormo’s friend, Taylor Strand

Pat Van Huis’ sister, Dolores Barkel

Ken Woltman
Dorothy Wright

Prayer Requests

Acceptance of the change in our lives

That daughter Barbara’s third surgery is successful

To give him the strength he needs to help Peg

To keep up exercises and regain strength

Continue in her recovery after hip surgery

To help them through their grief

To help her cope with her diabetes and arthritis

For the success of treatment for chronic lyme disease

Comfort for family of her friend, Donna Wesner
(passed away)
Susan Lane and her family, on the death of Susan’s
husband, Craig
For the success of the cancer treatment program
Continue recovery from a head injury as a result
of automobile accident
For the strength to face the challenges of each day
That the Lord watch over his family while he is away
in service to our country
To save the vision in her one good eye
To give them strength to get through this time of grief
Help doctor get her blood platelets under control and
help get her family through their crisis
“l go to the hills for my help, which comes from the Lord”.
For the success of chemotherapy

To continue the good progress in recovering from
severe burns

Provide hope in coping with cancer and strength to get
through radiation treatment

To get stamina back

That she won’t fall again and pray for others in need




