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“LEAVES THAT DO NOT WITHER — 
PSALM 1”  

 
 I love the story of Pablo Casals, the world-famous cellist, who 
even at the advanced age of 93 still practiced the cello four hours each 
day.  A startled reporter heard that information and asked Casals why he 
still worked so diligently at his age.  With a wink, the virtuoso said, 
“Because I think I’m making some progress.”   

 Are we making any progress in our walk with God?  Are we making any progress in 
our journey of faith with Jesus Christ?  Are we growing into the kind of people whom al-
mighty God wants us to be? 
 The psalmist said that those who walk down the path that God wants us to take be-
come like trees and they blossom.  The wrong road, that subtle and sinister path, is like the 
chaff, which the wind drives away.  So, when the vicissitudes of life come, the chaff has no 
root and just blows away into the wind.  Do you want to be a tree, one that would blossom 
to the honor and glory of God? 
 I would like to look at three characteristics of the kinds of tree that God wants to grow 
in each of us.  Take a little spiritual inventory and see if you’re blossoming and blooming as 
God would have you, and if you’re making progress in your walk with God. 
 It Has Deep Roots.  The first characteristic of the tree that God wants to grow in our 
lives is that it has deep roots.  Many scholars have suggested that the tree the Psalmist had 
in mind in Psalm 1 was a cedar tree.  The cedar was planted in the warm, arid climate of 
Palestine and Lebanon.  To grow there it needs deep roots—tenacious roots that go down 
through the sand, through the limestone, through the shallow soil all the way down into 
subterranean streams way below the surface.  The roots wrap themselves around the boul-
ders and take in the sustenance of the streams so that when the wind blows, the cedar 
tree stands tall to the honor and the glory of God.  Do you have deep roots?  Are they 
firmly anchored in the word of God? 
 It Bears Great Fruit.  The second characteristic of the tree God wants to grow in us is 
that it bears great fruit.  Is your life bearing fruit?  Galatians 5 lists nine signs of the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit.  As I list them, ask yourself, “Are these nine kinds of fruit growing on the tree of my life?”  The 
nine are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  Bearing  
fruit is not something we do; it is a gift from God.  It comes from being grafted into the vine of Jesus Christ.  
No human being can humanly manufacture these qualities.  We can produce happiness, but not joy.  Only 
God growing His own life within us can produce the blessed life about which the Psalmist wrote. 
 Its Leaves Don’t Wither.  Beyond the deep roots and bearing fruit, the third characteristic of the tree 
that God wants to grow in us is that it has leaves that do not wither.  I’ve been reading about the wonder-
ful process known as photosynthesis.  The leaves on the tree are the major organs of this process.  There are 
chloroplasts located in those leaves.  When the leaves turn upward toward the sun, those little chloroplasts 
with chlorophyll inside take all the photons out of the sun and by a miraculous process convert them into 
glucose that provides energy for the tree.  And as long as those leaves are upright toward the sun the mira-
cle of photosynthesis happens.  It’s quite a wonder.  You may have read that when salt clogs the tree, it 
gets soggy and the leaves, instead of turning upward toward the sun, turn inward toward themselves.  (Do 
you see a sermon in here anywhere?) 
 God wants us to put our leaves toward the SON.  Jesus comes to us, and by a miracle of spiritual pho-
tosynthesis, God’s son comes into us—it is a miraculous process that we can’t even begin to understand.  
And by this process that we can’t understand, God converts enough of this spiritual energy for us to reach 
out with love and reconciliation into this world of ours. 
 
       Praise be to God! 
       John Munson 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS! 

CELEBRATE OUR LIVING FAITH:  
From the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-first Century!  
John Calvin, reformer, instigator, Father of all Presbyterians is 500 years old! 
********************************************************************************* 
We have continued to live as reformers and instigators: 
  proving that the earth travels around the sun and daring to send people into space;  
 developing communications from handwritten letters and books to 
  moveable print, typewriters, computers, email & iphones;  
 rejecting the burning of witches at the stake and establishing the rights to a fair trial and  
   to freedom of speech. 
Likewise, our lives of faith within the church have continued to develop, mature, and reform 
thanks to the instigation of John Calvin and others like him.   
 
In September, arrive early for worship on Sunday mornings and view short video clips about John 
Calvin and life in 15th Century Geneva and Paris.   
*************************************************************************************************************** 
ADULTS ARE INVITED TO “LEARN, MAKE, & TAKE” – September 20 & 27  
 
Why do Christians wear crosses? And why are there so many kinds?  Interested in de-
signing your own?  
 
September 20th  (11 a.m.) and 27th (time t.b.a.) join Deborah and Julie Whitman as we 
learn about the history and significance of various cross designs and design and make 
our own crosses to wear, display, or share.  Make a special Christmas gift!   
*************************************************************************************************************** 
WELCOME BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL!  - September 20th at 11 a.m. 
 
We offer classes for all ages:  
*Preschool – Kara DeFrancesco & Kristen Robinson 
*Worship Center I (K – 2nd) – Kim Edinger & David Kelleher 
*Worship Center II (3rd- 5th) – Shellie Jaques & Susan Slabbekoorn 
 
   *Jr. & Sr. High – Jim Kodis & Scott Slabbekoorn  
 
*Adult Bible Study – John Kauffman, Rob & Sally Barker 
************************************************************************************************** 
September 13 – Rally Day: worship, lunch & carnival games 
September 20 – First Day of Sunday School & Children’s Worship  
   11 a.m. “Learn, Make, and Take” – Crosses (Sanc)     
September 27 – “Learn, Make, and Take” – Crosses (time t.b.a; FH)  
************************************************************************************************** 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION! 
SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 
3:  Peter Born-Powell 
4:  Lois Lockwitz 
7: Cheryl Schadler 
10: Don Jones 
11: Jenna McAllister 
11: Lindsay Yoakum 
12: Dorothy Trachte 
17: Frank Schnese 
19: Rosie Born-Powell 
20: Debbie Fagras 
22: Ryan Hamilton 
23: Keith Royal 
23: Jonas Comfort 
25: Seth Cooper 
25: Sarah Fagras 
26: Rosemary Holloway 
28: Eloise Gundersen 
28: Rasa Comfort 
28: Carolyn Kodis 
29: Janice Ong 

 
NEW MEMBERSHIP 

 
 If anyone is interested in church member-
ship, please contact Dr. Munson at the church 
office. 

 
NEW ADDRESS 

 
Lew Stryker 
4232 Red Arrow Hwy.-#107 
Stevensville, MI  49127 
 

VACATION 
 

 Dr.  Munson will be on vacation from Sept. 
21-27.  Deborah Prince will be the pulpit supply 
on Sunday, September 27. 
 
 

UPDATED SECRETARY SUPPLY 
 

While Linda Cogswell is on vacation from Au-
gust 29-September 6, the following persons will 
be in the church office from 9 am-12 noon: 
 
Monday, Aug. 31:  Susan Slabbekoorn 
Tuesday, Sept. 1:  Pat Van Huis 
Wednesday, Sept. 2:  Phyl Myers 
Thursday, Sept. 3:  Susan Slabbekoorn 
Friday, Sept. 4:  Rae Rotgers 

 
WORSHIP GOD WITH FLOWERS 

 
 Thanks to Becky Hungerford 
and Jenna McAllister who bright-
ened the sanctuary August 16 with 
flowers from around the church 
and their own gardens. 

 
 Now, the Worship Committee would like to 
invite anyone else who has garden flowers to 
share some for worship. 
 
 We don’t want this to be an exercise in 
large spending, but a joyful celebration of the 
beauty of God’s world.  Simple arrangements 
of garden flowers, wild flowers, even perhaps 
fruits and vegetables could grace our worship 
space.  Perhaps as the seasons change, some 
of you would like to share dried arrangements 
or house plants.  Be creative!  Of course, we 
do welcome professional special occasion 
arrangements if you wish. 
 
 If you have flowers or something to share, 
please contact Leslie Gilreath at 269-208-6046 
(cell) or lpgilreath@comcast.net, or  
Becky Hungerford at 983-0084 or  
r-hungerford@sbcglobal.net to choose a date.  
And, if you have something to share but  
aren’t quite sure what to do with it, please let 
us know anyway.  We will get someone to do 
the arranging if you supply the flowers! 
   Leslie Gilreath 
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 MUSIC NOTES 
  

 On Sunday, October 4th, our Chancel Choir has been invited, along with 
four other choirs, to perform at “A Celebration of Christian Music”, which is 
sponsored by Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Bridgman.  This 
will be held at the Lake Township Park which is one mile south of Bridgman, 
and the program begins at 2:00 pm.  Featured will be the Lighthouse Chorus 
under the direction of Gene Hanover and the public is invited to attend.  We 
are looking forward to being a part of this celebration. 
 
 Also, keep the evening of October 17th free on your calendar at 7:00 pm, as that is the eve-
ning Austin Huntington, cellist, will be performing in our sanctuary.  He is the second oldest son of 
Dr. Tom and Cheri Huntington, former members and long-time friends of our church.  Austin, 
along with his brother, Thomas, have both performed at Carnegie Hall and in various places 

throughout the world.  We are pleased and honored to have Austin as our guest, 
and we urge you to bring your friends and neighbors.  Your support will be very 
much appreciated. 
 
 Rehearsals for the fall season are upon us.  The Chancel Choir will meet on 
Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00 pm and the Adult Hand Bells will have their first 
rehearsal on Tuesday, September 29.  Youth Hand Bell players are being con-
tacted, and we are still trying to find a date suitable for all members with their 
busy school schedules. 

 
 As always, we are looking for new participants to join us! 
 
       Dorothy Trachte, 
       Music Director 
 
 

RALLY DAY PICNIC 
 
 Join us Sunday, September 13, for the annual Rally Day potluck 
and picnic.  The meal will be immediately after the service in the tent 
in the side yard.  Broasted chicken will be provided along with lemon-
ade.  Bring a dish to pass and your own tableware.  Games, prizes, 
food, fellowship and an introduction to the Christian Education classes 
for the new year with our emphasis on the birth of John Calvin!  Don’t 
miss this annual event!  Rain location—Fellowship Hall.  Potluck spon-
sored by Parish Life. 
 

       Mae Reed 
 

 MUSIC NOTES/CHURCH PICNIC! 
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The following people welcome your prayers: 
   
 Name      Prayer Requests 
 
Eleanor Armstrong & family  Acceptance of the change in our lives 
Mary Bartels    That daughter Barbara’s third surgery is successful 
Bill Bentley     To give him the strength he needs to help Peg 
Peg Bentley    Gain more strength, be able to exercise, and come back 
       to church 
Elsie Berberick    Continue in her recovery after hip surgery 
Ruth Caldwell & family   To help them through their grief 
Margaret Cartter    To help her cope with her diabetes and arthritis 
Don Leatz     For the success of the cancer treatment program 
Evelyn Lundy family   Keep her family in our prayers so that God’s comfort 
       might be known 
Jenna McAllister’s sister, Tory Thomas Continue recovery from a head injury as a result 
       of automobile accident 
Pat McAllister    For the strength to face the challenges of each day 
Sgt. Zach Meyer    That the Lord watch over his family while he is away 
       in service to our country 
Ron Price & family   To give them strength to get through this time of grief 
Cheryl Schadler’s father, Roger Hoge To get blood pressure regulated and overcome other 
       health problems. 
Betty Schneider    Help doctor get her blood platelets under control and 
       help get her family through their crisis 
Sally Schnese    “I go to the hills for my help, which comes from the Lord”. 
Sonja Stormo’s friend, Taylor Strand To continue the good progress in recovering from  
       severe burns 
Pat Van Huis’ sister, Dolores Barkel Provide hope in coping with cancer and strength to get 
       through chemotherapy 
Ken Woltman    To get stamina back 
Dorothy Wright    That she won’t fall again and pray for others in need 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
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MINUTE CLERK:  AUGUST 3, 2009 

 
 August Session meeting focused on life’s changes and plans for the coming year. We com-
mended Isabel Stryker to the Church Eternal. We also joyfully approved the baptism of Vivienne 
Noelle Martin, born July 2, 2009, daughter of Tim and Kathryn (Armstrong) Martin on August 16, 
2009 and the transfer of Wezzie Munthali, from First Presbyterian Church, Elkhart, IN. 
 
 Session also voted to welcome the Callisons, our missionary partners serving Kurds in Ger-
many, to speak about their ministry on August 24.  Parish life is sponsoring a potluck so we can 
continue dialogue.  
 
 We accepted Elder Lew Burchard’s resignation from Session and instructed the nominating 
committee to begin seeking a replacement. The committee was instructed to keep in mind the 
importance of elders being able to attend most session meetings. Elder Mike Denekas was voted 
nominating committee chair, and Jenna McAllister was voted as a session representative to the 
committee. 
 
 Contributions are still running behind budget. The capital campaign is close to schedule. The 
mission and stewardship committee has begun working on the 2009 campaign with a tentative 
start date of on or around October 19. 
 
 Personnel committee has begun a search for a young Youth Leader to replace Brigid Daly 
who resigned because of conflicts with her college schedule. 
 
 Other approval votes: 
 
Deborah Prince to fill the pulpit September 27 in Pastor Munson’s absence. 
Choice of curriculum for church school teachers from , “Live BIG” and “Seasons of the Spirit.” The 
final selection will be approved in September. 
The date of the tomato canning workshop for September 6 following worship. 
Leslie Gilreath as elder commissioner to September presbytery retreat. 
 
Leslie Gilreath 
Clerk of Session 
 
NOTE: Any member is welcome to attend session meeting to address a specific issue or concern. 
Contact clerk Leslie Gilreath or Pastor Munson to be added to the docket.  
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RUMMAGE SALE  
OCTOBER 1 & 2 

 
 As you are doing 
those summer clean-up 
chores around the house 
and garage, please re-

member the fall Rummage Sale.  The sale will 
be held on Thursday, October 1, from 9 am-4 
pm and Friday, October 2, from 9 am-noon.   
 
 We need clean clothing (sorry, no shoes), 
household items, lawn and garden tools, toys, 
books, jewelry, etc.  Also, if you are bringing 
linens, please mark sizes.  Bring your items to 
the church beginning Monday, September 14.   
 
 If you need help with transporting a large 
item, call Diane Cronk, Jo Ann Hartzell or Linda 
Zitta.  Much help will be needed for setting up, 
working the sale and clean up.  We hope 
many of you will be able to give a few hours of 
time to this project.  Many hands make light 
work! 

 
TOMATOES 

     Reminder:  Please sign up in the 
Courtyard to learn more about 
canning and preserving tomatoes 
on Sunday, September 6, following 
the worship service.  This is a 
church event so we are in search 
of experienced canners to guide 

us.  Each person should bring his/her own to-
matoes and containers. 
 

APPLE DAY 
     Mark your calendar for Apple Day, Sunday 
afternoon, September 20 at the Gundersen 
farm.  Watch bulletins for further information. 
 
                                   Lois Goldrick 

 

NEW CHURCH  
DIRECTORIES 

 
 The new church directories will be distrib-
uted on Sunday, September 13, during the 
Rally Day and Church Picnic.  Please see 
Marlene Smith! 

 
 

SOUP KITCHEN 
AUGUST REPORT 

 
     August Soup Kitchen 
served 152 people scal-
loped potatoes with tur-
key/ham.  We made too much so we allowed 
people to ask for an extra-large serving, and 
had a few takers on that offer.  Green beans, 
brownies, rolls and milk or juice rounded out 
the menu, but … the big attraction was fresh 
peaches from Harold and Eloise Gundersen.  
The Bellaire peaches were very sweet and, oh, 
so tasty!  One man that I ate lunch with was 
taking his peach home.  He explained that he 
was going to cut it into small pieces and cover 
it with cream.  “Peaches and cream.  It does-
n’t get any better”. 
 
     Our hard-working helpers were John Kauf-
man, Kristen Robinson, Keith Zitta, Sonja Stormo 
and Larry Schneider.  Brownie makers were 
Sonja Stormo, Linda Zitta, Ellen Woerner and 
Rae Rotgers. 
 
                         Marlene Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE!  
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Fairplain Presbyterian children are special! Don’t you agree?  
 
Please consider sharing your love and faith with the children of our congregation.  There are sev-
eral ways to do this: 
 
During the worship hour we are looking for people eager to cuddle and rock some of our nursery 
babies.  We provide volunteers with a beeper and beep you only as needed.   
 
The Children’s Worship will begin again in September. Once a month you could be nourishing a 
young child’s faith through appropriate worship activities.  Curriculum and assistance is provided 
to guide you.  
 
During the Sunday school hour you could be a teacher and strengthen a child’s faith.  All classes 
are organized according to an easy to use curriculum and team taught, so no one is “on duty” 
every Sunday.  Do you enjoying the play and curious questions of preschoolers or the deeper 
thoughtfulness of upper elementary children?  
 
No matter which time or means suits you, we invite you to be a faithful disciple by helping young 
disciples grow in their faith. Feel free to ask me any questions in person or by email 
drdebnd@yahoo.com.   

 
    Deborah Prince, 
    Director of Christian Education 

 
 
 

 MISSION STATEMENT 
 We, the members of Fairplain Presbyterian Church, rejoice in God’s grace and redeeming 
love through Jesus Christ.  We believe we have been called as God’s children to create an open 
and welcoming community, to worship and praise God, and to nurture and support each other. 

 We are called to develop our God-given gifts and to equip ourselves to reach out to the 
world in love and compassion.  Thus prepared, we will share our faith, preach the gospel, feed 
the hungry and be peace-makers according to God’s will. 

 
 

  
 

 
 

CHILDREN ARE SPECIAL! 
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